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Blocking the “Winds of Life” 

Balloons, Teamwork, and Fun! 
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Sponsors: 

 1697 Foundation 
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 Zanios Family 

 The Vivian Foundation 
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Crafts with the Kids 



© 2018 Wings For LIFE Int’l 
All Rights Reserved 



© 2018 Wings For LIFE Int’l 
All Rights Reserved 



© 2018 Wings For LIFE Int’l 
All Rights Reserved 

Dinner Family-Style 



© 2018 Wings For LIFE Int’l 
All Rights Reserved 

Funk 

Summer 

Fashions 



1 

 

                                                           
 
 
 
 
The 4th Wings Family Day at the Springer Women’s Correctional Facility was held on July 21, 2018, in 
Springer, NM. There were 62 inmates who were cleared to attend the Family Day, 127 adult guests, 91 
child guests, 13 inmates who were in the choir and 7 liturgical dance team members, and there were 8 
volunteers who were able to attend the Family Day.  The volunteers came from 8 different congregations 
and were from Albuquerque. 
 
The staff at Springer were waiting for us and helped us quickly enter the prison.  The cars were driven 
around to the gym to be unloaded.  The volunteers and inmate helpers did a great job of helping set up 
for the Family Day, including making turkey and ham sub sandwiches and PB&J sandwiches for 310 
people. Platters of homemade cookies were filled, and family members who arrived early were asked to 
help with the preparations too.  
 
Ann shared a brief presentation about the 40 Developmental Assets© before the start of the Family Day. 
The Assets© are proven ways to cut at-risk behaviors and help strengthen families. Everyone learned that if 
you have more than 30 of the 40 Developmental Assets© at-risk behaviors are greatly lowered.  
Considering that most young people today have far fewer Assets© everyone learned that preparing for 
the “winds of life” that will hit all of us will better prepare us keep more Assets© in place during difficult 
times.   
 
Ann led the family members and the volunteers in mixers, and everyone played with balloons and tarps 
too, including seeing who could bounce the balloon the highest.  Then all the children who were there 
participated in the “Balloon Pop” – seeing who could pop the balloon the fastest.  Everyone had a good 
time before the Family Day even started! 
  
Chaplain Bob Clevenger opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Ann, some choir members, children, and 
volunteers helped lead the first two songs – “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the 
praise band/chorus led the music and the children and family members were given bells and percussion 
instruments to play. The liturgical dancers also danced and signed to a powerful song and we all were 
spell-bound by the beauty of the music and motions.  It was very meaningful and we all enjoyed the music 
and dancing so much.  
 
Next Chaplain Bob became the Sower.  He went out to “sow” some “seeds”.   Some “seeds” were pecked 
upon by the birds and they withered and died; others fell on the rock and died; others fell among the 
thorns and were chocked and died; others were stomped and trampled upon and died; but when the 
“seeds” were sown on the Good Soil, they grew one-hundred-fold. It was a powerful interaction of a Bible 
story.  Chaplain Bob and Ann talked about how many of us are sown on different soils, rocks, peck upon, 
thorns, etc. but when we find the good soil, and sometimes that can even be found in prison, we can grow 
one-hundred-fold and become the person God intended them to be. 
 
Next the ladies went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique butterflies out 
of the “worthless” newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and pretzels.  It’s amazing how 
beautiful those necklaces were! 
 
While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann had time to share about the history of Wings, 
church programs available to families in Albuquerque, and the Thresholds Mentoring Program.  Chaplain 
Bob talked about the many faith-based programs that are available to the ladies, and Warden Vigil 
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welcomed the families and shared about all the educational programs that are offered at Springer. It was 
a meaningful and special time for everyone. 
 
Soon the gym was turned into a giant dining room.  Circles of 10 people enjoyed the homemade 
sandwiches, had plenty of delicious homemade cookies to eat, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at 
each circle.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of recycled “junk” was used to decorate 
one person whose birthday was closest to July 21 from each dinner group in a new “Summer” outfit.  
Everyone participated in decorating their special “birthday boy or girl”, and soon the gym was filled with 

models in the most fashionable summer attire Great fun was had by all. 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the gym.  The Chaplain asked 
everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every 
one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and 
fellowship.   
 
Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from, 1687 Foundation, The Vivian Foundation, 
and Testify World were also distributed to everyone.  
 
Special thanks to all the cookie bakers!  Everyone loved the homemade cookies! 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
I came to the Family Day today because: 

1. I wanted to see my daughter and learn about how she has to live here.  Make sure she is safe. 

2. I was invited by my sister. 

3. I visited my sister. 

4. Visit my family. 

5. I missed my loved one 

6. I am part of the choir. 

7. Sign and dance. 

8. To see my wife. 

9. To see my mom. 

10. I wanted to see my kids and wife. 

11. I was visiting my mom. 

12. I wanted to be with my granddaughter. 

13. My daughter is here.  

14. My family came for the very first visit. 

15. Family. 

16. My family was coming. 

17. To sing, meet and greet. 

18. I enjoy the fellowship. 

19. My mom invited me. 

20. I need to sign and dance. 

21. Because I could! 

22. I was invited by the chaplain to help set up and clean up. 

23. I invited my daughter. 

24. I came to see my family. 
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25. I wanted to enjoy my family. 

26. To support family and friends. 

27. Fellowship with others. 

28. I was blessed to be part of the choir and sing for the event. 

29. To visit my daughter’s mom, more events for children and moms. 

30. To spend time with my family. 

31. Support our friend. 

32. To see my mother. 

33. I’m part of the choir. 

34. I love seeing people change, especially some of the children, from being sad to smiling. 

35. To visit my wife. 

36. My sister. 

37. For my mom. 

38. Bring my grandson to see his mom. 

39. I wanted to see my mother. 

40. To have prayer and fellowship with family. 

41. My mom told me to, it was super-hot. 

42. I wanted to spend time with my mom. 

43. To support my mom. 

44. To see our family. 

45. Seeing my mom. 

46. To come to see my daughter. 

47. To see my great niece. 

48. I came to see my sister. 

49. To visit my wife. 

50. I wanted to visit with my kids. 

51. To see my mom. 

52. My daughter is here. 

53. My daughter is in prison. 

54. To visit my sister. 

55. I’m with the chaplain/church. 

56. I want to support my sister and show her we love her and are always here for her. 

57. In choir to sing for the families and children. 

58. I sing in the choir. 

59. To be with mommy. 

60. My daughter invited me. 

61. Wing’s volunteer. 

62. I wanted my siblings to see our mother. 

63. I really wanted to attend a Family Day to be able to interact with the women who are incarcerated. 

64. My family came and listened to the Word of God with me. 

65. To be with my daughter for Family Day. 

66. Mom. 

67. Seeing my mom! 

68. I wanted to enjoy the day with loved ones. 

69. My family came to visit. 

70. To see my significant other. 

71. I wanted to see family. 
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72. I love my daughter. 

73. My family came today. 

74. Visit with sister. 

75. See sister. 

76. Kids needed to see their mom. 

77. I wanted to see my mom. 

78. Because it’s great. 

79. Spend time with my mom. 

80. I am a servant of Christ. 

81. I am a volunteer and enjoy serving with Wings. 

82. To visit my sister-in-law and enjoy the entertainment. 

83. To perform and sing. 

84. I love them. 

85. To dance and help set up kitchen. 

86. I wanted to see my sister. 

87. Because it’s a blessing. 

88. A special person. 

89. To spend time with my family. 

90. I wanted to be close to my family and support my sister. 

91. So I could spend time with my daughter. 

92. I was visiting my daughter with family. 

93. To see what it was about. 

94. The joy of being with family with the Grace of God. 

95. I work for the chapel. 

96. I volunteer for the Chaplain. 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. First was seeing my girl’s beautiful face, hold her in my arms and find she is in good health.  I 

really enjoyed the games, dancing, singing, and fellowship. 

2. Spending time with my sister. 

3. The games, the entertainment, and the arts and crafts. 

4. Seeing my family. 

5. The singing and games. 

6. Seeing families unite. 

7. Love. 

8. When I got to make stuff for my mom. 

9. Making projects, having a meal with my family. 

10. Making projects for my mom. 

11. Granddaughter. 

12. The performances by the inmates. 

13. Seeing my family. (Babies). 

14. Spending time together. 

15. Arts and crafts and eating. 

16. Learning. 

17. All of it. 

18. Seeing the women reunite with kids. 

19. Spending time with mom. 
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20. Was seeing all the family bonds. 

21. The food. 

22. Spending time together. 

23. Seeing friends so happy to hug family.  It was very heart warming. 

24. Spending time with my kids. 

25. Being able to see all the happy faces. 

26. Being with friends. 

27. When I saw everyone with their kids. 

28. Ann’s testimony. 

29. Singing and getting to help the kids and be in the play. 

30. Seeing mom more. 

31. Seeing my mom and son. 

32. Our friend was able to see her children. 

33. Seeing my mom. 

34. Singing and getting to visit with friends and their families. 

35. The singing and the sign group. 

36. Seeing and talking to my wife. 

37. Visiting with my sis. 

38. The lunch with mom. 

39. Seeing my grandson visit his mom. 

40. To spend time with my mother and have fun. 

41. Seeing my family after a year. 

42. Saying hello to my mom. 

43. To be able to do fun stuff with my mom. 

44. Getting to spend family time. 

45. Family. 

46. Having fun with my mom. 

47. Seeing my daughter and the singing and dancing. 

48. The singing, dancing, sign/dance, but most of all the talk/life story of Wings For LIFE International. 

49. Seeing my sister and being able to hear her singing again. 

50. Lunch. 

51. Playing with my kids. 

52. Visiting with my daughter. 

53. The games and lunch. 

54. Cookies. 

55. Seeing my sister. 

56. Helping and meeting family. 

57. Seeing my sister sing, smile and be happy. 

58. Watching mothers with their children. 

59. Being a seed. 

60. Arts and crafts with mom. 

61. Spending time with my mom. 

62. The Wings. 

63. Being able to talk with the inmates and listen to them, whatever they had to say. 

64. My family. 

65. The open format of this visitation along with the activities and the lunch. 
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66. Seeing my siblings enjoy time with our mom. 

67. That my kids and I can be involved in something positive. 

68. Being with my daughter. 

69. Seeing and spending time with my mom! 

70. The activities. 

71. The food. (Cookies).  

72. To see my significant other. 

73. Just being with my mom and nephew. 

74. Talking with my daughter. 

75. Spending time together. 

76. Seeing my sister. 

77. Listening to worship music. 

78. Having the children be with their mom and hugs. 

79. Spending time with my mom and sister. 

80. Seeing my son for the first time in 2 years. 

81. The food. 

82. My conversations with Wings volunteer ladies.  I love you. 

83. Meeting the kiddos of families. 

84. Doing activities and watching the sign songs. 

85. Seeing all the inmates with their families. 

86. To see my mom. 

87. Spending time with my sister. 

88. Participating. 

89. All the kids enjoying being with their mom’s. 

90. Meeting so many different women  

91. Seeing my sister. 

92. Praising God. 

93. The blessing that I heard. 

94. The play. 

95. Arts and crafts with the kids. 

96. Dinner and singing. 

97. Just the time spent. 

98. Spending time with my daughter and meeting her friends. 

99. To see my mom and the singing and dancing. 

100. When I saw my son walk through the doors. 

101. Praising God.  Seeing mothers reunite. 

102. Seeing the kids enjoy their families. 

103. I appreciated Ann’s testimony.  The fellowship of the volunteers of Wings. 

 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. They encourage us and the inmates to endure another day because someone care’s and that includes our 

God who is loving and really cares. 

2. Gives families the opportunity to spend time with each other. 

3. It was fun!  I got to see my sister. 

4. We get to be around more with our family and kids. 
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5. It’s positive to feel and hear family.  Gives hope that family will be reconciled. 

6. Keeps us safe. 

7. Love and support in an atmosphere where Wings comes and turns everything around.  And it’s one of the 

best things in prison. 

8. They help the families. 

9. It brings a reason for us to stay out of trouble. 

10. It brings happiness to the prisoners. 

11. It’s nice to be together. 

12. It encourages the inmates to learn more about faith, not just religion. 

13. We behave. 

14. It lets us see our families. 

15. It’s good for everyone. 

16. It helps us connect with our families build relationships, and get support. 

17. Good support. 

18. It’s positive. 

19. It is a great opportunity to bring families together. 

20. It’s good for families. 

21. It’s nice to be together. 

22. It brings families together. 

23. It’s a great opportunity. 

24. It brings people together. 

25. It gives us a bonding experience. 

26. It brings families together and stronger bonds. 

27. It brings family and inmate together. 

28. It teaches a lot and allows family to be here. 

29. Praising God is good for families. 

30. It helps families incorporate God, family and visits. 

31. Excellent program. 

32. It’s good seeing my mom. 

33. It’s a wonderful program. 

34. They make a difference and provide needed information to inmates and families. 

35. It’s great for inmate’s morale, which should make inmates behave better throughout the year. 

36. It brings people together and forms a community for the people here. 

37. Brings family together. 

38. Good to have the families mingle with their loved ones. 

39. They are cool and fun. 

40. It’s a great experience for inmates and family. 

41. It brings people together. 

42. Gives them time with their family! 

43. It was very nice for our family and the kids loved it. 

44. Prisoners like them. 

45. It’s a great way to see family in a non-formal way. 

46. It is fun. 

47. It was awesome and interesting. 

48. It is awesome and love the socialization and speeches. 

49. It was awesome and very interesting. 

50. I got to hug my wife. 

51. It gives parents time in a different atmosphere. 

52. It gives families a chance to be together.   

53. It pulls us together as a group. 
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54. Free visits and food. 

55. It makes it fun for the inmates. 

56. It’s great to show that family are still here even when you feel alone.  And we love to spend time with our 

loved ones.      

57. The families need to see the changes in the loved ones. 

58. It is good for community. 

59. I got to see my mom.   

60. I can interact. 

61. It encourages involvement with family members. 

62. It’s a great message of trying to relay information to the kids of the inmates on how to avoid becoming a 

future inmate. 

63. Opportunity for families to meet. 

64. In the past 3 years, I’ve seen real impact on people’s lives through the Family Day. 

65. It is not like another visit.  We get to have fun and interact. 

66. People can visit their families. 

67. It’s good for us to have our family when we our listening to the Word of God. 

68. Family get together.  Good for inmates. 

69. It’s fun. 

70. Where family can see whoever is in prison! 

71. It’s a good interaction with families.    

72. It gets families together. 

73.  It offers families time to reunite. 

74. It builds family relationships. 

75. It joins family together. 

76. Family togetherness.     

77. To bring families together. 

78. Seeing family is important. 

79. It’s a cool opportunity to incorporate God into visits.  Uplifting, positive.   

80. It builds unity and fun for the families. 

81. Christ is present to intervene and work in unity. 

82. It helps build community and for a brief moment gives normalcy to an abnormal situation.  

83. It brings everyone together. 

84. Because of the inmate/family fun day.    

85. It allows us to spend quality time with family.    

86. It’s a positive atmosphere and see everybody smiling and having fun.  

87. Gives family connection and motivation to stay out of trouble. 

88. It’s important to spend time together. 

89. Teach our family right from wrong and positive way of life for all.  

90. It’s a positive program. 

91. So inmates can see their parents. 

92. It helps family get restored. 

93. It brings all the families together as one. 

94. Gives us more time with our loved ones. 

95. It gives family and inmates a chance to visit and interact.  Also, gives families opportunity to meet prison 

staff. 

96. It was awesome and interesting. 

97. It gives family a chance to connect or reconnect. 

98. Kids miss their moms. 

99. It benefits all members of family. 

100. Plants the seed for Jesus to get watered.  Gives women hope. 
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I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, the 1687 Foundation collaborators’ gifts and books, 

books from the Vivian Foundation and Testify World, delicious home-baked cookies and 

sandwiches, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. I want to come back. 

2. God bless you and it means a lot how much support Wings brings to inmate, family and facility. 

3. We appreciate everything. 

4. Thank you all for all you do for all of us inmates and our families state-wide. 

5. God bless you, you made my day absolutely perfect. 

6. God bless you all. 

7. God bless. 

8. Keep up the good work. 

9. Thank you, they will help me. 

10. Thanks for them volunteering their time, love and effort. 

11. Please continue to make such a wonderful difference in so many lives. 

12. Inmates would enjoy coloring books. 

13. I appreciate everything you do, God bless you all. 

14. It’s greatly appreciated and they give me hope! 

15. I will always remember this. 

16. We love and appreciate what you do. 

17. Fun stories and good morale, funny jokes, good for families of prisoners. 

18. All the work volunteers put into hosting this day. 

19. Thank you. 

20. They are nice. 

21. We had an amazing time. 

22. God bless you for doing the Lord’s work. 

23. God bless you all and all the work you all do.  Appreciate you all. 

24. God bless you, thank you for the amazing day. 

25. You are loving and giving. 

26. God bless you, we’ll see you soon. 

27. We appreciate you. 

28. Host more. 

29. Not all inmates come from a criminal or broken family. Each member of society can end up in jail or 

prison, and to treat each prisoner as humans means these individuals appreciate your sponsorship and 

when they are released.  We will remember your sponsorship. 

30. They truly make a difference. 

31. Thanks for putting this together. 

32. We very much appreciate everything. 

33. Thank you for this opportunity. 

34. Keep doing what you do. 

35. Thanks. 

36. We enjoyed the food (sandwiches), and the fun times. 

37. Greatly appreciated. 

38. This is needed.  Without this we may lose sight of what’s important. 

39. May the Lord bless you all always and forever. 

40. All of it is great reading material, in or out of prison. 

41. I would love to volunteer if possible – I enjoyed the time with the other inmates as well. 

42. God bless.  Thank you for doing the Lord’s work. 

43. Stay blessed and highly favored. 
44. Keep coming back. 
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I drove ___ miles one way to come to the Family Day. 

2, 6, 60, 69, 70, 84, 140, 145, 150, 159, 160, 175, 180, 185, 190, 200, 210, 225, 230, 250, 256, 280, 281, 

285, 300, 320, 326, 360, 267, 385, 390, 400, 410, 432, 500, 564, 5 hours and 37 min, from Portales (not 

sure of mileage). 

 
 


